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understand how little scope is afforded by such a rigid
code for the development of character and will.

The exercise of moral judgment is essential to the
progress of individuals to the higher plane of conduct,
and at this point we must briefly consider the conditions
of such judgment. We may take Dr. Fowler's state-
ment of the relation of moral judgment to emotion as
representing the traditional and prevalent doctrine. He
wrote : " When an action has once been pronounced
to be right or wrong, morally good or evil, or has been
referred to some well-known class of actions whose
ethical character is already determined, the emotion
of approval or disapproval is excited and follows as
a matter of course " ; and again : "No sooner is the
intellectual process completed, and the action duly
labelled as a lie, or a theft, or a fraud, or an act of cruelty
or ingratitude, or the like, than the appropriate ethical
emotion is at once excited.'*l These and similar passages
expound the traditional doctrine that the intellectual
process of classing, or rightly naming, the conduct on
which we pass moral judgment is the primary and essential
step in exerting moral judgment, and that any emotion
involved in the process is consequent on this intellectual
process. Others, on the other hand, totally reject this
doctrine and reverse the order of the process. Professor
Westermarck, for example, maintains that moral judg-
ments are expressions of moral emotions; he writes: "That
the moral concepts are ultimately based on emotions either
of indignation or approval, is a fact which a certain school
of thinkers have in vain attempted to deny." 2

Here we seem to have two flatly opposed doctrines
of moral judgment. According to the one, judgment
in every case produces the emotion ; according to the
other, the emotion always determines the judgment.
We must recognise that both are partially true. We
must admit with Westermarck that the doctrine he
opposes contains the intellectualist fallacy (against
which there has recently been so widespread a reaction),

1 Progressive Morality.

1 The Origin and Development of the Moral Ideas, p. 4.